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Hi,

Thanks for taking the time to read my latest newsletter.

It’s a privilege to represent you in Dáil Éireann and I feel it’s important to keep you updated 
on our progress.

As Fianna Fáil’s Spokesperson for Health I’m working hard on a plan to fix the current  
crisis in our system. I’m determined to end the madness of patients spending years  
on waiting lists and lying on hospital trolleys. I’ve been crunching the numbers and  
there’s definitely a smarter way to use the billions paid by tax-payers, like you, in our 
annual health budget.  It’s your money, you deserve better and I’m going to make sure you 
get it.

We have so much potential here in Wicklow and there are endless opportunities from 
broadband and education to transport, housing and local jobs - please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch if there’s anything I can ever do.

I wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas  
and a peaceful New Year.



We were all shocked to hear of the recent fire 
that destroyed the home of Bray Lakers, the  
local sports and social club for people with  

intellectual disabilities. Thankfully no one 
was hurt in the blaze which broke out after an  
electrical fault, but the members can’t return to 

their base until major repair 
work is carried out. I have  
secured a written pledge 
from the HSE offering to help 
‘in any way it can’. This should 
give the club the assurance 
it needs that funding is on its 
way.  Bray Lakers has been 
leading the fight for equality 
for more than 30 years, it’s 
more than just a sports hall, 
it’s a way of life and the local 
community deserves huge 
praise for all their help and 
support at this difficult time.

Local News

Working with Bray Schools
I’m lucky enough to be visited in Leinster 
House by many schools from County  
Wicklow. It’s a fantastic opportunity for the 
pupils to watch democracy in action and great 
for me to meet some really wonderful young 
people. 

Right now I’m fighting hard for North Wick-
low Educate Together Secondary School 
(NWETSS).  The pupils face eviction when 
the school’s lease on its premises on Putland 
Road ends in April. The Department of  
Education has promised that it can occupy a 
shared campus with Bray Institute of Further 
Education on Novara Avenue in Bray, but 
there’s been no help from the Department 
so far to make the move.  I’ve written to 
the Minister and joined the students on the  
picket line outside the Dáil.  I’m determined to 
ensure that NWETSS is safely moved to its new 
home soon and has somewhere adequate to 
stay in the meantime.  I’ve also been working  

behind the scenes for new buildings for  
Coláiste Ráithín and St Philomena’s  Primary 
School. It’ simply wasn’t good enough that  
students were forced to walk through wind 
and rain to reach temporary classrooms.  
Pupils shouldn’t have to pay the price for a  
collapsed construction company. The least 
they deserve is a permanent premises and 
congratulations to parents and teachers for 
making that happen.

Giving Lakers a Helping Hand



World champion boxer Katie Taylor put 
Wicklow on the map when it comes to  
sporting talent. We now have a chance to 
keep us there when it comes to sporting  
facilities.  I believe we have a once-in-a-lifetime  
opportunity to build a new sports campus in 
North Wicklow. The plan has been backed  
by the County Council which is in favour of 
devoting  55 acers of land at Old Fassaroe off 

the N11. Clubs such as Ardmore Rovers FC,  
Enniskerry FC, Bray Hockey Club and  
Enniskerry Boxing Club are growing at such 
speed they badly need extra space. A campus 
of this size would rival any of the universities 
in the country and could be a real draw for the 
county.  I’ve held a series of meetings on the 
issue and I’m committed to making the campus 
happen.

Stephen 
Donnelly TD

Campus Deserves Sporting Chance

Working with
Cllr. Pat Vance: 
Seasoned Fianna Fáil politician Pat Vance has  
over 30 years’ experience as a Councillor. His  
unparalleled knowledge of the Council is serving 
the public well as the current Cathaoirleach of 
Wicklow County Council.

Local Area Rep. Chris Walsh:
Chris was appointed area representative in  
November 2017 and since then he’s been working 
with a number of local charities. He’s passionate 
about increasing tourism and business in the  
district.



Health

SOLUTIONS:
✔ Cut the Waiting Lists – The National  

Treatment Purchase Fund can quickly  
access treatment outside the public  
system.  This should be expanded to 
include mental health, special needs 
and disability while the public system 
is improved.

✔ Tackle the Trolley Crisis –  
Emergency Departments need the 
resources to cope with winter demand. 
This includes having enough doctors 
and nurses as well as access to  
diagnostics. 

✔ Reverse FEMPI –Cuts in recent years  
have made it impossible for GPs to  
run their practices and to hire 
much-needed hospital consultants. 
These cuts must be unwound urgently. 

✔ Fund Home and Hospice Care – A hidden  
army of voluntary carers helping family and 
friends save the State around €10 billion each 
year. It is rewarding but also a physical, mental 
and financial strain.  It’s now our turn to care  
for them and those they help every day. 

✔ Build up Community Care – No  
one should be unnecessarily  
stuck in hospital.  We must  
provide enough rehab and  
nursing home spaces so  
people can leave when  
they’re well enough. We also 
need to help our excellent  
pharmacists and GPs take  
the strain off hospitals. 

CHALLENGES:
✘ Wasted Money  - We spend more on  

healthcare than almost any other country  
but we’re not spending wisely.

✘ Too Few Doctors – We have the lowest number 
of consultants in Europe.

Ireland’s spending on health has risen every year since 
2011 and is now one of the highest on earth. In spite of this, 
trolley counts are the largest ever recorded, while waiting 
times have grown from months to years and are now the 
longest in Europe.  We can, and must, do better.

✘ Hospital Beds – We have one of the  
lowest levels of hospital beds in Europe.

✘ Nurses – Our nurses face pay  
discrimination, low staffing levels and 
suffer very poor working conditions.

✘ Waiting Lists –Health waiting lists in  
Ireland are the longest in Europe. You 
could fill Dublin’s Aviva Stadium three 
times with the number of men, women 
and children waiting more than a year  
for surgery.
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